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A parent's role with the VCE student 
 
In many ways, it is not only a student who completes a VCE course, but also the whole family. The practical and emotional 
support of the parent is essential for success. 
 
Attendance at information nights and parent & teacher interviews is just the first step in making yourself aware of exactly 
what the VCE is and how the whole process functions. Obtain and read a copy of all written information published by the 
school and VCAA. Perhaps the major considerations are the concepts of time management and a study pr
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Selecting a VCE program 
In selecting a VCE program, students should first consider what subjects and areas of study they enjoy! This may then impact 
choices regarding their likely destination beyond Year 12. Most students at Melbourne High School will aspire to progress 
to university study that requires both the successful completion of the VCE and the achievement of their best possible 
Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR).  
 
As the VCE is a two-year certificate, students should endeavour to map out a program of study for both Year 11 and Year 
12.  Students who do not think beyond Year 11 run the risk of overlooking subjects that may be required for entry into post-
secondary courses. This is particularly so in subjects that are “cumulative”, that is, the subject at Units 3 & 4 level requires 
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Year 11 and 12 VCE study options 
STUDENTS MUST STUDY SIX SUBJECTS AT YEAR 11  

AND FIVE SUBJECTS AT YEAR 12. 

 
Compulsory 

VCE Subjects 
Optional 

VCE Subjects 

Number 
of 

VCE 
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VCE student programs at MHS 
 
A typical Melbourne High School student will undertake six 
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Studies of Mathematics 
 

Note: There have been significant changes to the VCE Mathematics courses commencing 

in 2023 
 
Melbourne High School offers three Unit 1–4 sequences in VCE Mathematics. 
 

Year 11  (Unit 1 & 2) Year 12  (Unit 3 & 4) 
• General Mathematics 
• Mathematical Methods 
• Specialist Mathematics# 
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Unit 3 & 4 studies in Year 11 
Year 11 students may apply to undertake one VCE Units 3 & 4 study at Melbourne High School. This type of VCE student 
program is provided to enable individual students the opportunity to broaden and enrich their academic program through 
the additional challenge and stimulation of a Units 3 & 4 study. Each application is considered individually and approval is 
only granted subject to the student being clearly able to demonstrate both an aptitude and a strong need for this type of 
VCE Student Program. 

At Melbourne High School, students will typically undertake five Unit 3 & 4 studies in Year 12, so the opportunity to 
undertake a Unit 3 & 4 study in Year 11 will provide an additional bonus in attaining an ATAR. The specific advantages that 
a student may consider include: 
 
• To provide additional challenge and an early introduction to Unit 3 & 4-level work 
• Experience of sitting the GAT (General Achievement Test)  
• To help maximise the ATAR to have the best possible chance of gaining entry to a range of tertiary courses 
 
It should be noted that all students are strongly advised that their "best four" subjects should be attempted in Year 12, 
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Vocational Education & Training (VET) at MHS  
What is VET? 

• VET = Vocational Education and Training 
• VET focuses on students developing industry-specific skills 
• It is designed to meet the needs of industry 
• It is a two-year program combining VCE studies and a nationally accredited training course 

 

Contribution of VET to the VCE and ATAR: 
• VET VCE Units contribute to a student’s VCE program (up to 4 Units for 1 VET program) 
• Some VET subjects contribute directly to the ATAR, like the study score of a VCE subject  
• Other VET subjects gain increments (Block Credit) to the ATAR based on a 10%  of the lowest study score out of 
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Traineeship contribution to VCE 
 
Students who undertake and complete a traineeship (in their part-time job) or other nationally recognized certificate course 
through 
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 The selection promotes a breadth of subject choices 
 The application is supported by the current subject teacher, the student welfare coordinator and the relevant SLC 
 The revised, draft course selection is checked by the Careers Co-ordinator and the VCE Coordinator  
 Consideration can be given to special circumstances identified by the SLC 
 
Students whose applications are successful will do four Unit 3 & 4 sequences at MHS; the university study will count as their 
fifth subject and will be included in their ATAR as an increment.  
 
The cost for extension and higher education studies varies. Most tertiary institutions offer university extension programs or 
higher education studies – students will need to go to their websites to find information about these as they do not send 
material to schools.  
 
Information relating to the new CHES centre can be found at the website https://ches.vic.edu.au/our-school/ 
 

 
Choosing your VCE program 
 
For further information, consult: 

• Careers Coordinator, subject coordinators, form teachers or SLCs 
• VTAC – Prerequisites 2024 
• Individual selection authorities in tertiary institutions; and institutional handbooks 
• VTAC’s VCE Prerequisite and Course Explorer
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How ATAR scores are calculated 
ATAR scores are rank

http://www.vtac.edu.au/pdf/aggregate-ATAR.pdf
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The minimum number of Units 3 & 4 subjects required for an ATAR is four; the fifth and sixth subjects each 
offer a 10% bonus to the ATAR calculation. Consequently, to maximise their ATAR, a student should 
consider a program that contains up to six Units 3 & 4 sequences. 
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VCE Unit Descriptions 
Below is a complete list of descriptions for subjects offered at Melbourne High School. The descriptions 
are taken from summary documents. More detailed information is available on the website for the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority at: http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/index.html 
  

Accounting - https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-
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investigation into a contemporary ethical issue is to be undertaken in Area of Study 3. The investigation relates to the 
application of genetic knowledge, reproductive science, inheritance or adaptations and interdependencies beneficial for 
survival. The investigation draws on key knowledge and key science skills from Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2. 
 
Unit 3  How do cells maintain life? 

In this unit students investigate the workings of the cell from several perspectives. They explore the relationship between 



https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/algorithmics/Pages/index.aspx


https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/computing/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/appliedcomputing-softwaredevelopment/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/appliedcomputing-softwaredevelopment/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/economics/Pages/index.aspx
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and case studies to enhance their understanding of the introductory economics concepts.Students use demand and 
supply models to explain changes in prices and quantities traded. Through close examination of one or more markets, 
they gain insight into the factors that may affect the way resources are allocated in an economy and how market power 
can affect efficiency and living standards. Students consider the insights of behavioural economics and how those 
insights contrast with the traditional model of consumer behaviour. They investigate at least one behavioural economics 
experiment, and analyse how the theories and observations of behavioural economics have been used by government 
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English Faculty Studies: English, EAL, English Language and 
Literature 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/past-examinations/Pages/English.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/past-examinations/Pages/English-as-an-Additional-Language.aspx
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In this unit, students focus on language change. Languages are dynamic and language change is an inevitable and 
continuous process. Students consider factors contributing to change in the English language over time and factors 
contributing to the spread of English. They explore texts from the past and from the present and consider how language 
change affects each of the subsystems of language – phonetics and phonology, morphology, lexicology, syntax, 
discourse, and pragmatics and semantics. Students also consider how attitudes to language change can vary markedly. 
In addition to developing an understanding of how English has been transformed, they consider how the global spread 
of English has led to a diversification of the language and to English now being used by more people as an additional or 
a foreign language than as a first language. Students investigate how contact between English and other languages has 
led to the development of geographical and ethnic varieties but has also hastened the decline of the languages of 
indigenous peoples. They consider the cultural repercussions of the spread of English.  
Unit 3 Language variation and purpose 
In this unit students investigate English language in contemporary Australian settings. They consider language as a 
means of interaction, exploring how through written and spoken texts we communicate information, ideas, attitudes, 
prejudices and ideological stances. Students examine the features of formal and informal language in both spoken and 
written language modes; the grammatical and discourse structure of language; the choice and meanings of words within 
texts; how words are combined to convey a message; the role played by the functions of language when conveying a 
message; and the particular context in which a message is conveyed. Students learn how to describe the interrelationship 
between words, sentences and text and explore how texts present message and meaning. Students learn that language 
choices are always influenced by the function, register and tenor, and the situational and cultural contexts in which they 
occur. They learn that the situational elements of a language exchange, such as the field, language mode, setting and 
text type, influence language choice, as do the values, attitudes and beliefs held by participants and the wider 
community. Students learn how speakers and writers select language features and how this in turn establishes the 
degree of formality within a discourse. They learn how language can be indicative of relationships, power structures and 
purpose through the choice of a particular variety of language and through the ways in which language varieties are used 
in processes of inclusion and exclusion.  
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form change to construct their own creative transformations of texts. In Area of Study 2: Close analysis, students focus 
on a detailed scrutiny of the language, style, concerns and construction of texts. Students attend closely to textual details 
to examine the ways specific passages in a text contribute to their overall understanding of the whole text. They write 
expressively to develop a close analysis, using detailed references to the text.   

Extended Investigation (Units 3&4 only) -  
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/past-examinations/Pages/Extended-Investigation.aspx 
                                                                                                               
Unit 3 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/past-examinations/Pages/Extended-Investigation.aspx
https://vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/geography/Pages/index.aspx
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their economic, social, political and environmental impacts on people and places. The growth of the world’s population 
from 2.5 billion in 1950 to over 7 billion since 2010 has been on a scale without parallel in human history. Much of the 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/health-human-development/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/history/Pages/index.aspx
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https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/history/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/legalstudies/Pages/Index.aspx


https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/french/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/german/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/indonesiansecondlanguage/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/japanesesecondlanguage/Pages/Index.aspx
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Mathematics Studies: General Mathematics, Mathematical 
Methods, Specialist Mathematics 
 
Note: The new VCE Mathematics Study Designs have been introduced from 2023. 
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without the use of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and 
computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic, and statistical functionality of technology for teaching 
and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout the 
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Methods Units 3 and 4. Together these cover the assumed knowle
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• a radio or audio production of a minimum of 8 minutes in length, including title and credit sequences 
• a digital or analogue photographic presentation, sequence or series of a minimum of 10 original sourced images 

shot, processed and edited by you 
• a digital or traditional print production of a minimum of 8 pages, produced and edited by you 
• a digital and/or an online production that demonstrates comparable complexity consistent with the other media 

forms 
• a convergent or hybridised media production that incorporates aspects of a range of media forms and is consistent 

with product durations and the descriptors listed. (Pretty much any media artwork of your choosing)  
Unit 4 Media production; agency and control in and of the media (offered in 2025) 
In this unit you focus on the production and post-production stages of the media production process, bringing the pre-
production plans created in Unit 3 to their realisation. 
You refine your media production (SAT) in response to feedback and through personal reflection, documenting the 
refinements/iterations of the production as you work towards completion.  
You screen your work as part of an MHS Film Festival with high achieving works entered into Top Screen,  the VCAA season 
of excellence. 
Focusing on the key question, “Who holds the power and influence – the media or audiences?”, you research and report on 
the relationship between the media and audiences.  
You will focus on current developments in the media industry that interests you like AI, fake news/deep fakes, proposals to 
ban TikTok and much more. You consider the nature of communication between the media and audiences (spreadability, 
spirals of silence, echo chambers, etc), explore the capacity of the media to be used by governments, institutions and 
audiences, and analyse the role of the Australian government in regulating the media.   

Music – Performance- https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music-performance/Pages/unit3-4.aspx 
Unit 1  
This unit focuses on building performance and musicianship skills. Students present performances of selected group and 
solo music works using one or more instruments. They study the work of other performers and explore strategies to 
optimise their own approach to performance. They identify technical, expressive and stylistic challenges relevant to works 
they are preparing for performance and practice technical work to address these challenges. They also develop skills in 
performing previously unseen music. Students study aural, theory and analysis concepts to develop their musicianship skills 
and apply this knowledge when preparing and presenting performances. 
Unit 2  
In this unit students build their performance and musicianship skills. They present performances of selected group and solo 
music works using one or more instruments. Students study the work of other performers through listening and analysis 
and use specific strategies to optimise their own approach to performance. They also study strategies for developing 
technical and expressive performance skills. They identify technical, expressive and stylistic challenges relevant to works 
they are preparing for performance and practice related technical work. They develop skills in performing previously unseen 
music and study specific concepts to build their musicianship knowledge and skills. Students also devise an original 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music-performance/Pages/unit3-4.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music-investigation/Pages/index.aspx


https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/Philosophy/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/physicaleducation/Pages/Index.aspx
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cardiorespiratory systems, evaluating perceived benefits and describing potential harms. They also recommend and 
implement strategies to minimise the risk of illness or injury to each system. 
Unit 2 Physical activity, sport and society  
This unit develops students’ understanding of physical activity, sport and society from a participatory perspective. Students 
are introduced to types of physical activity and the role participation in physical activity and sedentary behaviour plays in 
their own health and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in different population groups. Through a series of practical 
activities, students experience and explore different types of physical activity promoted in their own and different 
population groups. They gain an appreciation of the level of physical activity required for health benefits. Students 
investigate how participation in physical activity varies across the lifespan. They explore a range of factors that influence 
and facilitate participation in regular physical activity. They collect data to determine perceived enablers of and barriers to 
physical activity and the ways in which opportunities for participation in physical activity can be extended in various 
communities, social, cultural and environmental contexts. Students investigate individual and population-based 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/Physics/Pages/Index.aspx
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A student-designed practical investigation relates to content drawn from Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2 and is 
undertaken in Area of Study 3. 
Unit 3  How do fields explain motion and electricity? 
In this unit students explore the importance of energy in explaining and describing the physical world. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/politics/2018AustGlobalPoliticsSD.pdf
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/politics/2018AustGlobalPoliticsSD.pdf
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first century, that students need to understand to contextualise contemporary global situations, focus needs to be on 
contemporary events when choosing particular examples and case studies. 
Unit 4 Global challenges 
In this unit students investigate key global challenges facing the international community in the twenty-first century. They 
examine and analyse the debates surrounding two ethical issues, which are underpinned by the contested notion of global 
citizenship. They then evaluate the effectiveness of responses to these issues. Students also explore the context and causes 
of global crises, and consider the varying effectiveness of responses and challenges to solving them.  This unit is concerned 
with contemporary issues and events. While these may have antecedents in issues and events before the twenty-first 
century, that students need to understand to contextualise contemporary global situations, focus needs to be on 
contemporary events when choosing particular examples and case studies. 

Psychology- https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/Psychology/Pages/Index.aspx 
Unit 1 How are behaviour and mental processes shaped? 
In this unit students examine the complex nature of psychological development, including situations where psychological 
development may not occur as expected. Students examine the contribution that classical and contemporary knowledge 
from Western and non-Western societies, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, has made to an 
understanding of psychological development and to the development of psychological models and theories used to predict 
and explain the development of thoughts, emotions and behaviours. They investigate the structure and functioning of the 
human brain and the role it plays in mental processes and behaviour and explore brain plasticity and the influence that brain 
damage may have on a person’s psychological functioning. 
A student-directed research investigation into contemporary psychological research is undertaken in Area of Study 3. The 
investigation involves the exploration of research, methodology and methods, as well as the application of critical and 
creative thinking to evaluate the validity of a research study by analysing secondary data. The investigation draws on the 
key science skills and key knowledge from Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2. 
Unit 2 How do internal and external factors influence behaviour and mental processes? 
In this unit students evaluate the role social cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, perception of themselves and 
relationships with others. Students explore a variety of factors and contexts that can influence the behaviour of individuals 
and groups, recognising that different cultural groups have different experiences and values. Students are encouraged to 
consider Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s experiences within Australian society and how these experiences 
may affect psychological functioning.  
Students examine the contribution that classical and contemporary research has made to the understandings of human 
perception and why individuals and groups behave in specific ways. Students investigate how perception of stimuli enables 
a person

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/Psychology/Pages/Index.aspx


https://vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/sociology/Pages/index.aspx
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Theatre Studies (combined class with Mac.Rob)-  
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/theatrestudies/Pages/Index.aspx 
Unit 1 Pre-modern theatre styles and conventions 
This unit focuses on the application of acting, direction and design in relation to theatre styles from the pre-modern era, 
that is, works prior to the 1920s. Students creatively and imaginatively work in production roles with scripts from the pre-
modern era of theatre, focusing on at least three distinct theatre styles and their conventions. They study innovations in 
theatre production in the pre-modern era and apply this knowledge to their own works. Students develop knowledge and 
skills about theatre production processes including dramaturgy, planning, development and performance to an audience 
and apply this to their work. Theatre styles from the pre-modern era of theatre include Ancient Greek, Ancient Roman, 
Liturgical drama such as morality/miracle/mystery plays, Commedia dell’Arte, Elizabethan, Restoration comedies and 
dramas, Neo-classical, Naturalism/Realism, Beijing Opera, Noh, Bunraku and Kabuki and other traditional indigenous 
theatre forms. Students begin to develop skills of performance analysis and apply these to the analysis of a play in 
performance. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/theatrestudies/Pages/Index.aspx
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Unit 2 Understand, Develop and Resolve 
Students respond to a set theme and progressively develop their own ideas. They consolidate these ideas to plan and make 
finished artworks. Students explore how art elements and art principles create a visual language in artworks and understand 
how each of the art elements and art principles can be combined to convey different emotions and expressions in their own 
and others’ artworks. Assessment



~ 43 ~ 
 

 
 

Important resources 
Teachers 
 
Heads of Faculty can provide the most accurate details of courses offered at MHS. Please refer to the list 
on page 24. Students should consult the teachers at a mutually convenient time with questions about 
any Units 1-4 studies. Class teachers are also a valuable resource. 
 

Publications 
• WHERE TO NOW? Guide to the VCE, VCAL and Apprenticeships and Traineeships for 2019, 

published by VCAA 
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/pages/vce/publications/WhereToNow/default.aspx  

• VTAC: Year 10 Guide, published by Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) 
http://www.vtac.edu.au/pdf/publications/vtac_year10_guide.pdf  

• University booklets for Year 10 students. 

• Year 11 Handbook (to be issued in February next year).  This provides details of School Policy on 
a range of issues, including assessment rules and procedures. 

• MHS VCE study-
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Glossary of terms 
 

Acronyms 
ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank  
EAL English as an Additional Language (formerly English as a Second Language - ESL) 
GAT General Achievement Test 
LOTE Languages Other Than English 
TAFE Technical and Further Education 
VCAA Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority  
VCAL Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning 
VCE Victorian Certificate of Education 
VET  Vocational Education & Training 
VTAC Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre 
VTAC Bulletin Regular updates to the VTAC Guide and Tertiary Entrance Requirements, announcing future 

changes to courses, entrance requirements and VTAC procedures 
 
 

Terms 
English group 
studies 

Refers to the VCE subjects of: English, EAL, English Literature, English Language 

Prerequisite 
studies  

Those Units 3 & 


